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Our mission to share the African American story positively impacts 

the social-emotional health of children by providing a fuller, more 

complex narrative and images about the African American experience

and community. Research shows that when a child has a positive 

identification with his or her cultural lineage, his or her ability to 

succeed in school and in life is greatly enhanced. Furthermore, 

studies also demonstrate the importance of multicultural education 

(teaching that incorporates the histories, texts, values, beliefs, and 

perspectives of people from different cultural backgrounds) in early 

childhood. Children who learn about the history and culture of 

communities outside of their own are more likely to adopt values of 

inclusivity and much less likely to develop bias against other cultures, 

religions, races, and ethnicities. For this reason, the Cultural 

Education Passport Program is an empowering educational 

experience for students of all backgrounds. 

Why Cultural Passport?



Early Keepers
Early Childhood Education in the Arts

Early Keepers Philosophy 
Culture-based learning is most effective when taught in 
the early stages of a child’s development, in an enriched 
environment that is centered on strengthening family, 
peer, and personal connections to the community. 

Activities 
Activities include story-telling, music, movement & dance, 
playing instruments, and arts & crafts. Activities are 
aligned with ethnic and national holidays, such as 
Kwanzaa, Veterans Day, Black History Month, Hispanic 
Heritage Month, Mother’s Day, and more! PGAAMCC 
Educators visit schools to conduct Early Childhood 
interactive presentations and workshops.  

Age Level 
3-7 years old 

Early Childhood Education in the Arts The Prince 
George’s African American Museum & Cultural Center is 
proud to present Early Keepers: an Early Childhood 
program celebrating African American heritage. Students 
will explore African American history through story-telling, 
music, dance, and arts & crafts. Early Keepers engages 
students in fun and culturally rich activities that 
incorporate problem solving, math, and reading!  

"Culture-based learning is most 
effective when taught in the early 
stages of a child's development"



Museum-in-a-Box Exhibit Themes
A Space of Their Own: Experience the history of 
Prince George’s four historically Black 
Incorporated Townships 

Coming Home: The Story of African Americans in 
WWII and how they shaped community life in 
Prince George’s County. 

A Struggle for Dignity: An Artistic Exploration of 
Slavery and Emancipation by artist Curtis G. 
Woody. 

Paper Dolls: Poetic Responses to the Artwork of 
Ulysses Marshall. 

The Life and Times of Charles Ball: African 
Americans in the War of 1812 

Bring the Museum to your Classroom!
Museum-in-a-Box

Activities 
Bring the Museum to your classroom! The Museum-In- 
A-Box Program features artworks, photos, objects, and 
real Museum artifacts, which are specially curated into 
portable PGAAMCC exhibitions. 

Museum Educators present the exhibitions, guiding 
students through an interactive classroom tour of the 
objects; students are able to view, examine, and even 
touch the historical photos, objects, and art in order to 
gain a deeper understanding of the exhibit! 

After the presentation and tour, students are led in 
culminating activities that allow them to interpret and 
share their experiences; culminating activities include 
the art projects, performances, and guided 
discussions. 

Age Level 
3rd grade-12th grade 

"Artworks, photos, objects, and real 
Museum Artifacts... specially curated 
into a portable PGAAMCC exhibit"



Mission 
Culture Keepers is a long-term (one-semester or two- 
semester) afterschool program that empowers students
to become cultural ambassadors in their communities. 
 Under the guidance of PGAAMCC Teaching Artists 
and Scholars, Culture Keepers become researchers 
and teachers of African American history, art, and 
culture.  

Activities 
Each year, Culture Keepers engage in innovative 
projects that translate their in-depth research into 
dynamic visual and performing arts events, including 
mural projects, cultural exchanges, and community 
forums. Culture Keepers also share their work in the 
annual Culture Keepers Youth Conference, an 
academic conference featuring individual 
presentations, panel discussions, and live 
performances, all of which are entirely youth-led. 

Age Level 
8th grade-12th grade    

Culture Keepers
Empowering Students to Become 
Cultural Ambassadors

Achievements 
Since 2011, Culture Keepers at Suitland High School has
produced over 7 public murals and took part in a cross- 
cultural public art project with Sao Paulo, Brazil.   

In 2014-2015, Culture Keepers at Suitland High School and 
Northwestern High School collaborated with the University 
of Maryland Clarice Smith Performing Arts Center to create 
visual art and video installations in conjunction with the 
Clarice’s performance “At War with Ourselves” – a series of 
musical and theatrical performances in response to the work 
of poet, Nikky Finney. Finney attended the Culture Keepers’ 
Exhibition Opening and participated in a Q&A with Culture 
Keepers students. 

In 2015-2016, the Culture Keepers program expanded to 
operate a year-long program at three school sites. After 
conducting research within the theme of Black Innovation, 
students created mixed media collages, an 8-foot-long Black 
Innovation Mural, and self-published magazines featuring 
original written and visual content. 

2016-2017 Culture Keepers recently participated in a special
tour and discussion at the Driskell Center at the University of
Maryland. They are currently preparing for the youth 
conference as well as finishing a series of artworks, which 
will be featured in an exhibition opening at PGAAMCC. 



Intro to the African Diaspora: Tools for 
Community Building for Educators 

Creating Anti-Racist Classrooms: Supporting 
Educators in Building Equitable and Inclusive 
Environments for Learning 

This is a Safe Space: Safeguarding your
Classroom Against the Replication of Trauma 

Trigger Warning: The Intersection of Cultural 
Competence and Digital Literacy in the Classroom 

Room to Grow: Correcting and Redirecting 
Microagressions in the Classroom and Beyond 

Next Steps: How to Use PGAAMCC as a Resource 

Professional Development
Training and Consulting in Cultural Competence, 

Inclusion, Multicultural Education, & Arts Integration  

PGAAMCC offers Arts and Cultural Literacy Professional 
Development Workshops (3 hours per session), which can be 
scheduled on-site at the Museum or off-site at your school, 
place of business, community center, staff retreat, etc. We 
currently offer the following sessions: 

Looking for a more in-depth 
experience? PGAAMCC offers 
consulting services in the following 
areas: 

Classroom Observations
Curriculum Review and 
Development 
Teacher Training
Inclusion and Diversity
Team Identity-Building
Microagression Mediation
Identifying and Combatting 
Unconscious Bias

Discounted rates are available 
for Professional Development 
Workshops paired with Education 
Consulting services; ask about our 
PD Bundle Package. 

Education Consulting



Evaluation forms report high ratings on student 

engagement and consistently positive written 

feedback from teachers 

Museum in a Box & Early Keepers

What Students and Teachers 
are Saying...

100% graduation rate of seniors in the Culture 

Keepers programs at Northwestern, Dr. Henry 

A. Wise Jr., and Suitland High Schools 

3.0 or above GPA for all Culture  Keepers 

participants 

In pre and post program surveys, Culture 

Keepers participants consistently indicated that 

they had a positive experience in the program 

and increased their cultural and historical 

knowledge. 

Culture Keepers

Measurable Outcomes  

“We need this every year for every student! 
-Teacher, Thomas G. Pullen Creative and Performing Arts Academy 

“Culture Keepers, for me, was a place where I could 
express myself freely and where my ideas had value. 
Through this program, I learned how to accept every 
part of my heritage."                                              
- Student, Northwestern High School  

“The students were very engaged!"  
-Teacher, Oxon Hill Middle School  



PGAAMCC thanks our partners and supporters 

For more information about Education Programs,  
Please contact: 
Laura Perez, 
Director of Education and Programs 
PGAAMCC  
Email: lperez@pgaamcc.org 
Phone: 301-809-0440 ext: 110            


